
A
bout N

L
S

N
L

S w
as established by an A

ct 
of C

ongress in 1931 to provide
recorded books and m

agazines 
to adults w

ho cannot see to read
standard print. In 1952, the program
expanded to include children, and in
1960, to include individuals w

ho
cannot hold a book or turn pages.
T

he federally funded program
: 

■
O

perates through a netw
ork 

of cooperating libraries 
throughout the U

.S. and its 
territories

■
C

irculates audio and braille 
books and m

agazines to 
m

ore than 500,000 blind or 
physically handicapped 
readers

■
Provides recreational and 
inform

ational reading 
m

aterial free of charge to 
eligible users

■
Provides special playback 
equipm

ent needed to use 
audio books to all readers 
served by the program

“
T

he talking-book repair program
has been a very im

portant part 
of m

y life since 1963.  I feel good
about this opportunity to help
others.”

– B
etty C

ox
R

egional C
oordinator, Texas

National Library Service
for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
The Library of Congress
Washington, DC  20542

TelecomPioneers National Headquarters
c/o Managerof Programs
930 15th Street, 12th Floor
Denver, CO 80202

Place
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M
achine-
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M
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w
w

w
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P
lease contact m

e about joining 
the Telecom

P
ioneers m

achine-
repair

group in m
y area. 

(Please print.)

______________________________
N

am
e

______________________________
A

ddress

______________________________

______________________________
C

ity

______________________________
S

tate                        Z
IP

______________________________
P

hone

______________________________
E

-m
ail

______________________________
D

ate

I am
 a current em

ployee of

______________________________

I am
 a retired em

ployee of

______________________________

A
s part of a national netw

ork 
of current and retired em

ployees of
the telecom

m
unications industry,

you w
ill be encouraged to use your

know
ledge and technical abilities to

assist the N
ational L

ibrary Service
for the B

lind and Physically
H

andicapped (N
L

S), L
ibrary of

C
ongress, to ensure that an am

ple
supply of audio playback m

achines
is available for talking-book readers. 

A
udio playback m

achines are an
essential part of the free reading
service provided to blind and
physically handicapped people by
the L

ibrary of C
ongress talking-

book program
. C

onducted through a
netw

ork of cooperating libraries, the
national service provides books and
m

agazines on cassette. T
he playback

m
achines needed to use the recorded

m
aterials are also provided w

ithout
cost to patrons for as long as they
are in the program

. B
ecause of the

volunteer repair service provided by
the Telecom

Pioneers and others,
patrons w

hose players m
alfunction

can receive replacem
ents.

T
elecom

Pioneers cooperates w
ith

the L
ibrary of C

ongress. U
nder the

guidance of the Talking-B
ook R

epair
R

egional C
oordinators C

om
m

ittee,
volunteers have served the talking-
book program

 since 1960. T
hey

w
ork directly w

ith a netw
ork of

cooperating agencies, assisting
talking-book libraries in their ow

n
geographical areas. T

hey repair
approxim

ately 70,000 cassette and
record players a year, and have
m

aintained m
ore than 2.1 m

illion
players over four decades, a
contribution valued at m

ore than 
$80 m

illion.

Join a
Telecom

P
ioneers

talking-book
m

achine-repair
group

Sign m
e up

G
et involved

■
H

elp blind and handicapped 
children em

brace the joy of 
reading

■
Stim

ulate the educational goals of 
blind and handicapped children

■
H

elp blind and handicapped 
adults to m

eet their inform
ational 

and recreational reading needs
■

A
ssist libraries w

ith serving 
blind and physically handicapped 
readers

■
Serve as a valuable resource 
to a national program

■
W

ork in an atm
osphere of 

cam
araderie w

ith other 
experienced professionals

M
ake a difference

in your
com

m
unity


