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Awards Manual

Project Excellence Award Overview

Explanation of Project Excellence Award:  

This award is designed to recognize the top level of Pioneers community service projects completed throughout the awards period across the United States and Canada.  The award has been divided into 5 categories (Education, Life Enrichment, Health and Human Services, Military and Environment) to ensure equality of judging and to limit the number of applications units would otherwise need to submit.

Projects will be eligible for a total of 100 points, based on the following five weighted criteria below.  

Project Excellence Criteria (100 points):

1. Community Need (25 points)

2. Innovation and Creativity (15 points)

3. Involvement (25 points)

4. Branding and Alignment (20 points) 

5. Creative Funding and/or Cost-Efficiency (15 points)

Eligibility: 

All formal Pioneers projects are eligible for the Project Excellence Award, including recurring projects.  If a project was submitted in previous years, the project needs to have grown and changed significantly over the past awards period and this must be clearly explained in the project submission.  

Projects must be submitted in one category only.  The same project is not eligible to be entered into more than one category.

Differentiating Health and Human Services and Life Enrichment Categories:  

Projects should be categorized under the Health and Human Service category if the project is directed at protecting/improving the health of individuals.  Projects should be categorized under the Life Enrichment category if the project is directed at improving social and/or life conditions (mainly aimed at people with disabilities or special needs).
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